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Panelists: Lise Gotell, Chair of Women’s and Gender Studies at the University of Alberta; Lane Mandlis, recent
PhD and 1° year Law student; Moyra Lang, MLIS, project coordinator for the Living Archives on Eugenics in
Western Canada and Rob Wilson, project director of the Living Archives on Eugenics in Western Canada.
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The Socio-Hygienic Prophylaxis Movement & the

Construction of Sexual & Gender Identity Disorders:
Forensic Psychiatry and Unnatural Fornication

Lane Mandlis

The socio-hygienic prophylaxis movement occurring in
Germany around the time of unification in 1871 was an
important foundation for the eugenics movement of the mid
twentieth Century in Western Canada. The movements had
somewhat similar objectives, & the lasting effects of these
movements are still playing out today in both psychiatric &
legal contexts. What is both fascinating and disturbing is the
manner in which the determination of deviance in gender
presentation or sexual activity occurred through an unusual
mixing of the judicial powers of courts and the authorizing gaze
of the then nascent psychiatric movement. The unnatural
fornication law of Prussia served as a foundation for the
construction of the modern psychiatric category of Sexual and
Gender Identity Disorders; and in so doing, served to establish

\thepervert as a proper object of both psychiatry and criminy
law.




